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August 8, 2025 

 

Event Name: Tulare County Fair  

Date of Event: September 10-14, 2025 
Address of the Event: 620 South K St., Tulare, CA 93274 
 

To CDFA Dairy Cattle Exhibition Exemption Assessor, 

We understand that the following minimum requirements must be met to qualify for a one-time 
exemption to hold a dairy exhibition event. The following is proposed to continue with the 2025 Tulare 
County Fair by considering the public health regarding H5N1, while including a known high-risk group 
of dairy cattle. We understand that the following minimum requirements are required to qualify for 
a one-time exemption to hold a dairy exhibition event. The specific biosecurity measures outlined 
below will be implemented to qualify for the one-time event exemption. These measures will reduce 
the risk of H5N1 exposure to participants, livestock, surrounding livestock communities, and the 
public. 
 
Traceability: All cattle entries must bear o icial individual ID (have an 840 RFID ear tag in place). 
NPIN for the farm of origin will be required for each animal/group.  
 
Classes of Dairy Cattle Allowed to Show: 

• Entries will be limited to Tulare County as indicated on the CDFA’s H5N1 Regional 
Strategy. 

o As of 7/25/2025, California has 80 quarantined dairies. 
o Non-lactating dairy cattle – Entry to the fairgrounds September 9, 2025, 6:00 a.m.-

9:00 a.m., veterinary check upon entry (see details below). 
o Lactating Dairy Cattle – Entry to the fairgrounds will take place on Friday, September 

12, 2025, from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.  All cattle will undergo a veterinary check upon 
entry (see details below). Lactating cattle will be released at 8:00 p.m. the same day. 
Trailers will not enter the fairgrounds; instead, they will pull up to Gate 7 on Martin 
Luther King Avenue, and cows will be walked directly onto the trailer. 

Describe Entry Testing Requirements if applicable: 

• Non-lactating dairy cattle 
o All non-lactating dairy cattle must have an individual negative Influenza A nasal 

swab test within 7 days of arriving at the Tulare County Fair. 
o A test must be conducted by an approved NAHLN laboratory and occur within 7 

days of arriving at the Tulare County Fair. 
• Lactating dairy cattle  
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Dairy Cattle Exhibitor Q & A - 2025 Tulare County Fair 
 

620 S. K Street, Tulare, CA, 93274 
www.tcfair.org 

 

 

• Q: When is the Tulare County Fair? 

A: The Tulare County Fair will be held from September 10–14, 2025, at 620 South K 
Street, Tulare, CA 93274. 

• Q: Who is eligible to show dairy cattle? 

A: Entries are limited to Tulare County residents as outlined in the Tulare County Fair 
Exhibitor Handbook and CDFA’s H5N1 Dairy Exemption. 

• Q: What types of dairy cattle can be shown? 

A: Both non-lactating and lactating dairy cattle can be shown, following the specified 
check-in and release schedules. 

• Q: When do non-lactating dairy cattle arrive? 

A: Non-lactating dairy cattle must arrive Monday, September 8, 2025, between 6:00 a.m. 
and 9:00 a.m. via Gate 11 for veterinary check and rectal temperature screening. 

• Q: When do lactating dairy cattle arrive and leave? 

A: Lactating dairy cattle must arrive Friday, September 12, 2025, between 6:00 a.m. and 
8:00 a.m. via Gate 11 for vet check and rectal temperature screening. They will be 
released the same day after the show through Gate 7 (MLK Ave). Cows will be walked to 
trailers.  No trailer entry into the fairgrounds. 

• Q: What are the testing requirements for non-lactating dairy cattle? 

A: They must have an individual negative Influenza A nasal swab test conducted by an 
approved NAHLN lab within 7 days prior to arrival. The earliest date for a nasal swab is 
September 2, 2025, to be eligible for the fair. 

• Q: What are the testing requirements for lactating dairy cattle? 

A: They must have an individual negative Influenza A PCR milk sample test conducted 
by an approved NAHLN lab within 7 days prior to arrival. The earliest date for pulling a 
PCR sample is September 5, 2025, to be eligible for the fair. 

 

 

 

http://www.tcfair.org/


 

Dairy Cattle Exhibitor Q & A - 2025 Tulare County Fair 
 

620 S. K Street, Tulare, CA, 93274 
www.tcfair.org 

 

 
• Q: What if my replacement heifer calves “BEFORE” the fair? 

A: If your replacement heifer calves before the fair, you will be required to bring your 
heifer on Friday, September 12, 2025, with the lactating cows.  You will need to have an 
individual negative Influenza A PCR milk sample test conducted by an approved NAHLN 
lab within 7 days prior to arrival. The earliest date for pulling a PCR sample is 
September 5, 2025, to be eligible for the fair. 

• Q: Who do I contact to have my dairy cattle tested? 

A: You need to work with your local veterinarian.  Your veterinarian will perform both 
the Influenza A nasal swab test for heifers and the Influenza A PCR milk sample test.  
Your veterinarian will fill out the proper paperwork and send the test off to the 
approved NAHLN lab.  

• Q: What do the tests cost? 

A: The USDA covers the costs of the tests; you will be responsible for paying the 
veterinarian for his/her time, supplies, and/or shipping costs for the tests. 

• Q: What do I need to provide the veterinarian before testing? 

A: You will need to provide the veterinarian with a Premises ID and the EID number 
associated with the heifer or cow. This information must be included on the form that 
the veterinarian submits to the NAHLN lab with the test. If you do not already have a 
Premises ID, you will need to register for one through the CDFA - Home Page 

• Q: What if my replacement heifer calves “AT” the fair? 
 
A: If your replacement heifer calves at the fair, your heifer has been tested and cleared 
by the veterinarian.  The milk parlor will be open for these few heifers; milk will be 
picked up and will go to the calf ranch.  You need to take every precaution to clean your 
equipment and take care of your newly freshened heifer. 

 
• Q: Who is the Biosecurity Manager? 

A: Dena Rizzardo is the designated Biosecurity Manager for the event.  As we partner 
with the CDFA Animal Health and Food Safety Services, we strongly encourage all 
exhibitors to watch The Basics of Biosecurity - Farm Biosecurity 

 

 

http://www.tcfair.org/
https://adt.cdfa.ca.gov/
https://farmbiosecurity.cfsph.iastate.edu/course-welcome/


 

Dairy Cattle Exhibitor Q & A - 2025 Tulare County Fair 
 

620 S. K Street, Tulare, CA, 93274 
www.tcfair.org 

 

 

• Q: What happens if a dairy heifer or cow has a temperature greater than 103°F? 

A: If any heifer or cow on a trailer registers over 103°F during check-in, the entire 
trailer will be denied entry and must leave through Gate 13. No animals from that trailer 
will be allowed to unload.  Strongly recommended that you check temperatures before 
leaving home.  No one should be bringing sick livestock onto the fairgrounds for any 
reason, no matter the species. 

• Q: Who performs the veterinary inspection? 

A: Dr. Matthew Sumner and his staff will inspect all animals to ensure they are free of 
H5N1 symptoms before entry.  While there is no way to eliminate all risk, we are 
committed to implementing the highest possible safety measures to protect all 
producers and exhibitors while working toward and returning to normal operations. 

• Q: What happens after the show regarding barn cleaning? 

A: All bedding will be removed and disposed of away from livestock and poultry. Pens 
and equipment will be disinfected with Avian Influenza A-labeled disinfectant. 

• Q: What is the dairy cattle show schedule? 

A: Wednesday, Sept 10: Dairy Showmanship (4-H then FFA) followed by Supreme 
Showmanship Dairy Presentation at 10:00 a.m. in East Showring. Thursday, Sept 11: 
Dairy Heifer Show & Non-Milking Jr. 2 Yr Olds at 10:00 a.m. in East Showring. Friday, 
Sept 12: Dairy Milk Cow Classes at 3:00 p.m. in East Showring. Milk cows are released 
after the show. 

• Q: What if I choose not to show my yearling at the 2025 Tulare County Fair? Am I 
still eligible to show her as a replacement heifer in 2026 if she is contracted? 

A: No. Unfortunately, the Replacement Heifer program is a two-year program, and one 
of the qualifications is to show your heifer as a yearling and have her on display for the 
public.  You would need to contract, enter, and show a yearling in the 2026 fair, and that 
yearling would then need to qualify for the Replacement Heifer Show and Sale in 2027. 

• Q: What should buyers know about livestock purchases? 

A: Livestock purchased at the auction is not guaranteed for health. Buyers should 
quarantine all purchased animals for at least 30 days and consult a veterinarian before 
introducing them to their herd. 

http://www.tcfair.org/


JUNIOR LIVESTOCK SCHEDULE 
(Subject to change) 

September 10th – 14th 2025 
All Market and Breeding Animals 

 

 
SUNDAY, September 7 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Early move-in Tack & Bedding ONLY (no animals) 

NOTE: NO SECURITY WILL BE ON THE GROUNDS 
 Livestock Office Closed Sunday 
 
MONDAY, September 8 
6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Hog Load-In. Hogs must be on the grounds by 4:00 p.m. 
6:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. All other livestock, EXCLUDING DAIRY & POULTRY, may load in. 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Exhibitor check-in & registration papers check-in. Livestock Office 
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Hog Weigh-In (weigh-in order will be posted)  

  9:00 p.m.      Livestock Barns Close & Gates Lock 
 

TUESDAY, September 9 
6:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  All Dairy cattle load in EXCLUDING LACTATING COWS.  Vet check and 

rectal temp required on all cattle before entering the livestock area.  
Replacement heifers vet check at this time. Gate 11 (O Street) 

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. All Rabbits Received (Rabbits Exhibitors Only Enter Gate 5, Exit Gate 6) 
7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Exhibitors’ check-in & registration papers check in Livestock Office 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Beef, Sheep, and Goat Load-in.  
 Beef, Sheep, and Goats are to be on the grounds by 3:00 p.m. 
10:00 a.m. Rabbit Showmanship, followed by Market, followed by breeding, Fur 

& Feather Building 
3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Market Goat & Commercial Doe Kid Weigh-In followed by Sheep 

Weigh-In (by club or chapter)  
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Vet Check & neck chains Commercial Beef Bred Heifers Beef Barn 
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Beef Weigh-In followed by feeder calves & Grade Heifers, Beef Scale 
9:00 p.m.      Livestock Barns Close & Gates Lock 

 
WEDNESDAY, September 10 
5:00 a.m. Livestock Parking Gates Open 
9:00 a.m. Market Goat Show, (Peewee followed by FFA followed by 4-H) West 

Show Showring 
10:00 a.m. 4-H Dairy Cattle Showmanship, followed by FFA Dairy Cattle       

Showmanship, followed by Supreme Showmanship Dairy Presentation 
East Showring 

11:00 a.m. Poultry Knowledge Contest Show Fur & Feathers Building  
4:00 p.m. Feeder Hog Show (4-H & FFA together), followed by Market Hog Show 

(4-H followed by FFA), West Showring 
5:00 p.m. Boer Goat Showmanship, followed by Sheep Showmanship 

(Peewee, followed by 4-H, followed by FFA), East Showring 
9:30 p.m. Livestock Barns Close  

 
THURSDAY, September 11 
5:00 a.m. Livestock Parking Gates Open 
9:00 a.m. Feeder Lamb Show (FFA & 4-H together) followed by Market Lamb 

Show (FFA followed by 4-H), followed by breeding sheep show, West 
Show Showring 

10:00 a.m. Dairy Heifer Show & Non-Milking Jr. 2 Yr Olds (Classes 1-8) 
4-H & FFA Classes will alternate Registered, Grade & 4-H/FFA 
AOB show together show schedule to be posted, East Showring 

5:30 p.m. Hog Showmanship (Peewee, followed by 4-H, followed by FFA),  
 Showmanship Hog West Showring 
9:30 p.m. Livestock Barns Close 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JUNIOR LIVESTOCK SCHEDULE 
(Subject to change) 

September 10th – 14th 2025 
All Market and Breeding Animals 

 

 
FRIDAY, September 12 
5:00 a.m. Livestock Parking Gates Open 
6:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  All Lactating Dairy cattle load in.  Vet check and rectal temp required on all 

cattle before entering the livestock area. Gate 11 (O Street) 
10:00 a.m. Dairy Goat Breeding Classes, followed by Showmanship, followed 

by Peewee Showmanship, followed by Pygmy Goat Breeding Show, 
followed by Pygmy Goat Showmanship West Showring 

9:00 a.m. Market Steers (FFA followed by 4-H), followed by Market Heifers, 
followed by Feeder Steer Show & Replacement Beef Heifers, 
followed by Beef Breeding, followed by Showmanship, followed by 
Peewee Showmanship, Beef Showring 

12:00 p.m. Primary Showmanship Small Animal Barn 
3:00 p.m. Dairy Milk Cow Classes and 2-year-olds in Milk (Classes 9-13) 4-H & FFA 

Classes will alternate Registered, Grade & 4-H/FFA AOB show together 
show schedule to be posted, East Showring Milk Cows released Out Gate 7 
(MLK Ave).  Cows are to be walked out Gate onto the Trailer.  No trailers 
will be allowed on the fairgrounds. Make arrangements with Livestock 
Superintendent. 

3:00 p.m. Small Animal Round Robin (Exhibitors check in at Fur & Feathers 
Building) Rabbits & Poultry will be shown in Fur and Feathers 
Building, Pygmy Goats West Showring  

6:00 p.m.  Supreme Champion Drive - Participants must fill out a form to 
participate in the drive, obtain and return it to the livestock office. 

 Exhibitors Meet at the Livestock Office at 5:45 p.m. 
  Order of Drive-  

1. Dairy Supreme Presentations followed by the Max Corbett 
Award 

2. Selection of Overall Supreme & Reserve Supreme-  
a. Beef Replacement Heifers,  
b. Market Steers  
c. Market Goats  
d. Market Sheep  
e. Market Swine  
West Showring 

11:00 p.m. Livestock Barns Close  
 
SATURDAY, September 13 
5:00 a.m. Livestock Parking Gates Open 
8:00 a.m. Buyer Pre-Registration opens. 
11:00 a.m. FFA & 4-H Market Steer, Beef Replacement Heifer, and Dairy 

Heifer Replacement Sale 
(Those animals sold in the sale scheduled for live pickup can pick up 
their purchases after the sale until 4 p.m. Only at Gate 7, located on 
MLK St. No Trucks or Trailers allowed on the fairgrounds.) 

5:00 p.m. Large animal Round Robin (Participants meet at East Showring) 
Parent Round Robin after Round Robin Sign-up at Showring Side 
$10.00 Entry Fee East Showring 

11:00 p.m. Livestock Barns Close  
 

SUNDAY, September 14 
5:00 a.m. Livestock Parking Gates Open 
7:00-9:00 a.m. Exhibitors' breakfast, Bud Light Stage (presented by Tulare County Sheriff   

Posse) 
7:30 a.m. Buyer Pre-Registration at the Beef Showring 
10:00 a.m. Junior Livestock Auction 
10:00 p.m. 2025 Tulare County Fair Closes 

Livestock will not be released from the fairgrounds until Monday, September 15, 2025. GATES will OPEN at 5:30 
AM. The exhibitor is responsible for the care of livestock until off the grounds. Exhibitors do not need to clean out 
stalls, but all alleyways must be cleaned before release! 




